The musical version of “Finding Patience
- The Story of Holly Springs” wrapped up
11 sold-out performances at Holly Springs
Cultural Center last month.
The Town of Holly Springs was proud to
be a sponsor of “Finding Patience.” We
were excited about this inspiring story of
how residents of diverse backgrounds
helped make the town what it is today.
The original version of “Finding
Patience” debuted at the Town-owned
Cultural Center in 2017.
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Playwright Angie Ottosen-Staheli (center)
with Council Member Timothy Forrest,
Town Manager Randy Harrington, Council
Member Kristi Bennett, and Assistant Town
Manager Daniel Weeks at a Cultural Center
reception before a performance of “Finding
Patience - The Musical.’’

character class
Character Does Matter is the theme of a
new curriculum that Holly Springs police
envision being offered through the Town’s
school resource officer program.
As a first step, hour-long weekly sessions
are part of the 10-week summer camp
program underway now at Hunt Recreation
Center and Bass Lake Park.
“It teaches kids about the importance of
character in the home, the schools, and in
life in general,” said Holly Springs Police
Capt. Mike Patterson.
The curriculum was developed by the
Travis Manion Foundation, which empowers
veterans and families of the fallen to work for
the betterment of their communities.
“I’m really excited about it,” said Patterson,
adding that growing up in a single-parent
household motivated him to help ensure that
kids have positive influences in their lives.
The curriculum focuses on 24 character
traits. Among them are leadership,
perseverance, courage, integrity, hope,
teamwork, gratitude, judgment, and humor.
“We’re teaching kids to look within and find
three or four of their top character
strengths,” Patterson said.
The Police Department already has some
officers who are certified to teach the Travis
Manion Foundation curriculum. However,
Patterson would like to add mentors from
other walks of life.
“We’re trying to get civic groups involved so
that it’s not just police folks,” Patterson said.
“It truly is a combined effort.”

HollyFest vendors & sponsors
Applications for HollyFest vendors and for
sponsors are now open.
These are great marketing opportunities to
support a beloved community event that the
Town holds annually in late October.
For more information on applying, please visit
hollyspringsnc.gov/hollyfest.

Expanding Pandemic Preparedness
The ribbon-cutting was last month for the expansion of Seqirus’ manufacturing
facility for seasonal and pandemic flu vaccines.
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Seqirus’ flu vaccine manufacturing
facility in Holly Springs Business Park
was the Town’s first major success in
recruiting life sciences companies.
It’s also the most recent example of
how Holly Springs is becoming a hub
for such employers.
Town Council members, U.S. Sen.
Richard Burr and other officials were on
hand last month to celebrate Seqirus’
$156 million expansion. The expansion
brings 88 additional jobs.
Seqirus already was Holly Springs’
largest employer, with a local workforce
of more than 800.
Seqirus’ Holly Springs manufacturing
facility is the largest cell-based flu influenza
vaccine producer in the world and the
first-of-its-kind in the U.S.
It was built through a public-private
partnership established in 2009 with the
Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority (BARDA), which
is part of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.
The expansion enhances Seqirus’
regular seasonal flu vaccine production,
as well as the site’s ability to surge

production to respond to a potential
influenza pandemic.
For the Economic Development staff,
the past couple of years have led to
huge successes.
In addition to the Seqirus expansion,
major facilities are under construction
by FUJIFILM Diosynth Biotechnologies
and by Amgen.
FUJIFILM Diosynth Biotechnologies’
$2 billion project is the largest life
sciences investment ever announced in
N.C. The facility is expected to open in
2025 and employ more than 700.
Amgen, one of the world’s leading
biotechnology companies, is investing
$550 million to build a facility that is
expected to bring up to 355 jobs.
Just last month, the Town’s Economic
Development Director, Irena Krstanovic,
was named N.C. Economic Developer of
the Year.
The honor was presented at the N..C.
Economic Developers Association’s
annual conference in recognition of her
contributions to economic development
in N.C.
Partners with whom the Town works

closely include Wake County Economic
Development, N.C. Commerce, utility
companies, site selection groups, and
the Economic Development Partnership
of N.C.

Economic Development Director Irena
Krstanovic (right) with Anna Murphy,
Economic Development Project Manager

from the book to the stage
call (919) 567-4000.
Morrie was Mitch’s sociology
professor. He was also his mentor,
his advisor, and his life coach.
Now Mitch is a busy sportswriter
“Tuesdays with Morrie” is the
with a frantic
second
schedule and
production in
a
troubled
the season of
Thurs. - Sat., July 14-16
marriage, and
community
theatre at the Holly Springs Cultural Center Morrie is dying.
center.
One visit will turn into a weekly
Community theatre subscriptions
pilgrimage and a final course in
give you one ticket for all three of
the meaning of life. The beloved
the productions at the Cultural
book comes to life in this play that
Center. They are available for $30.
is life-affirming, full of compassion,
For more details or tickets, visit
humor, and hope.
hollyspringsnc.gov/tickets
or

By Jeffrey Hatcher and Mitch
Albom, based on the book
by Mitch Albom
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moving to a more equitable water access fee
Monthly water access fees for Town
utility customers are changing to better
match industry best practices and be
more equitable.
For nearly all residential customers,
that fee will decrease from $13 a month
to $12.14 per month.
Under the change, the access fee will
depend on the size of the service line.
Homes use the smallest size line.
The access fee for businesses could be
higher or lower, depending on the size of
the line.
The water access fee is the amount
that customers pay monthly for their

connection to the Town's system. This
base fee helps cover costs to maintain
the existing water infrastructure.

Homeowners will see a
decrease in their monthly water
access fee, which helps pay to
maintain infrastructure. Some
businesses will see an increase.
The new rates will appear in August
bills, which are due in September.
The new fee structure will be more
equitable since businesses that are

tips for dog (etc.,) days of summer
Summer is a busy time for the Animal
Control staff. Here are some “do’s” and
“please don’ts” with pets and wildlife.
Animal Control officers receive calls
almost daily about dogs left in hot cars.
“People will say, “Well, I cracked the
window” or “I parked under a tree,’”
said Officer Jimmy Cherry, supervisor
of Animal Control.
Temperatures inside the car easily
can be far higher than outside, rising
20 degrees in just 10 minutes and 30
degrees in only 20.
Folks also tend to underestimate how
long they’ll be inside a store or office.
“Better to not chance it,” Cherry said.
“Leave your dog at home where it can

be in the air conditioning.”
Another source of calls this time of
year involves recently-born white tailed
fawns found alone near a home.
It’s common for the mother to leave a
fawn hidden for a time as she searches
for food.
If a fawn appears OK otherwise, it’s
usually safe to wait 48 hours before
assuming the mother will not return.
If the fawn is continuously crying out
or appears sick or injured, call Animal
Control at (919) 557-9111.
As for snakes, non-poisonous ones
found outdoors should be left to slither
away. Typically, officers intervene only
if a snake is found inside the home.

heavier users of water will assume
more of the cost of maintaining water
infrastructure.
In addition to the access fee, water
customers also pay for the amount of
water they use. Water rates already
were tiered so that larger users pay
more per gallon.
For customers beyond town limits,
service charges and rates are double.
Visit hollyspringsnc.gov/rates for a
comprehensive look at the new utility
rates and fees.
The webpage also has monthly fees
for solid waste and stormwater.

The Holly Springs Fire Department’s
new tractor-drawn aerial fire truck has
been placed into service.
Unlike other trucks, Holly Springs’
newest truck requires two drivers - the
tractor driver in front and tiller driver in
back.
It can reach higher and carry more
equipment than HSFD’s existing aerial

truck.
However, greater maneuverability is
the primary advantage that Ladder 14
has over other ladder trucks.
That’s a big plus with an increasing
number of subdivisions with narrow
streets and rear alleys.
The bucket on Ladder 14 can extend
upward or outward up to 107 feet.

Firefighters assigned to Ladder 14
have undergone months of preparation.
Incidentally, a traditional “push-in”
ceremony for the new truck occurred
last month the same day that 15 new
Holly Springs firefighters graduated
from the fire academy after seven
months of training. They were on hand
to participate in the ceremony.

food and fireworks at the farm

Celebrate the season in the heart of
Holly Springs with a series of free, family
friendly concerts outside the Holly Springs
Cultural Center.
Live, local bands take the outdoor stage
from 6-9 p.m. on the first Friday of the
month through September.
Bring a picnic blanket or chairs and lounge
on the Cultural Center’s lawn. Purchase
dinner at one of the food trucks. Savor a
beer from local breweries.
The Cultural Center is at 300 W. Ballentine
St. in downtown Holly Springs. For more
information, call (919) 557-4000.
Upcoming Shows

Friday, Aug. 5

Joe Hero Band

Friday, Sept. 2

Beatlesque

Foo Fighters tribute with a mix of 90’s rock
hits

Here’s a final reminder about the
Town’s Independence Day event
on Tuesday, July 5 at Sugg Farm.
It begins at 6 p.m. and ends,
weather permitting, with a fireworks show that starts about 9:15.
Twenty-five food trucks will be
there with funnel cakes, BBQ, ice
cream, hotdogs, and kettle corn,
as well as Japanese dumplings
and Mexican and Caribbean food.
Enjoy live music from Groove 5.
Bring lawn chairs and a blanket.
You can also bring coolers, but no
alcohol. Drones are not allowed.
Sparklers and other personal fireworks are prohibited.
Admission is free and open to all.
See hollyspringsnc.gov/july5 for
more details.
With fireworks being so popular
and everyone ready to leave
promptly afterward, the Town has
revised parking and traffic flow to

make getting in and out of Sugg
Farm much easier.
The Town will temporarily open
an access point between the main
parking lot and adjacent Parks at
Bass Lake subdivision. With that

new, additional option, traffic can
reach N.C. 55 via Teal Lake Drive.
As in past events, two lanes of
traffic will exit Grigsby Avenue.

The authentic Beatles tribute band of the
Carolinas
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reception before a performance of “Finding
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Character Does Matter is the theme of a
new curriculum that Holly Springs police
envision being offered through the Town’s
school resource officer program.
As a first step, hour-long weekly sessions
are part of the 10-week summer camp
program underway now at Hunt Recreation
Center and Bass Lake Park.
“It teaches kids about the importance of
character in the home, the schools, and in
life in general,” said Holly Springs Police
Capt. Mike Patterson.
The curriculum was developed by the
Travis Manion Foundation, which empowers
veterans and families of the fallen to work for
the betterment of their communities.
“I’m really excited about it,” said Patterson,
adding that growing up in a single-parent
household motivated him to help ensure that
kids have positive influences in their lives.
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traits. Among them are leadership,
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“We’re teaching kids to look within and find
three or four of their top character
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The Police Department already has some
officers who are certified to teach the Travis
Manion Foundation curriculum. However,
Patterson would like to add mentors from
other walks of life.
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that it’s not just police folks,” Patterson said.
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how Holly Springs is becoming a hub
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contributions to economic development
in N.C.
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